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1.0 
Introduction

Cableways have a long tradition worldwide. Surmounting of obstacles or transport of goods by means of the rope is the very beginning of this activity as far back as prehistoric times. The golden age of the cableway was in the 20th century when because of the beauty of the mountain regions the development of mountain tourism began. To make people an easier access to the most interesting points most of all in the Alps the building of mountain rack railways and railways with rope traction began. Soon afterwards the first gondola lift as a rule of reversible aerial ropeways were designed that enabled the access to the highest peaks without any greater physical effort.

The greatest impetus of the cableway development gave the development of the ski sport and ski and mountain tourism in the '50s. At first delivery gondola lift as well as ski tows were build, in the second half of the '70s the ski tows were exchanged with chairlifts or cableway devices with detachable grips. New technologies make higher speeds and bigger cableway device capacities possible.

Slovenian cableway has also a long tradition. In the year 1928 the first cooperative »Pohorska vzpenjača« was established in Maribor, which aim was to build the funicular railway to the top of the Pohorje-Hill. Before the Second World War Kranjska gora was one of the rare mountain tourist resorts in the Alps. Stanko Bloudek built the first funicular railway in Planica in the year 1938. And the first ski tow was built in Črni vrh over Jesenice. The first real cableway in Slovenia was built in the year 1952 in Maribor, on Pohorje- Hill. This chair lift was the first device of the kind in this part of Europe. Already in 1957 the first gondola lift was built in Maribor on Pohorje.

In the '60s and the '70s the cableway in Slovenia bloomed, at this time almost all mountain tourist resorts that we now have in Slovenia were built. Until the attainment of independence of Slovenia this activity stand still, even though the interest for skiing in Slovenia was very high. In the '90s cableway started to vivify again.

In the picture we can see the position and the size of the cableway traffic system in Slovenia (situation in 2002) that includes 173 cableways altogether with joint capacity of over 140.000 pass. /h. According to the data of the Association of Cableway systems in Slovenia over 1,100.000 people on average visits our tourist resorts in one year in the mountain area and depending on conditions our cableways carry over on average to 3,000.000 passengers a year.

The biggest Slovenian sports- and tourist resorts in the mountain area are Pohorje and Areh (336 – 1347 m above the see level, 20 devices with total capacity of 18.000 pass. /h, 34 km of ski runs, 35 ha ski runs with extra snowing up) and Kranjska gora (810 – 1623 m above see level, 20 devices with total capacity of 16.000 pass. /h, 30 km of ski runs, 33 ha ski runs with extra snowing up).
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2.0 Situation and meaning of the cableway traffic system in the economic system of Slovenia
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Cableway traffic sub-system is that part of the continental traffic sub-system that with specific technology of traffic enables and ensures the mobility of passengers and cargo in extremely difficult ground and for special and specific purposes.

Analysis of the role and meaning of the cableway traffic system in the entire social system in the Republic of Slovenia indicates the extreme interweave of influences of different systems; the most important are the traffic system, economic system, educational system and sport system.

The main aim of cableway devices within sport tourist resorts is carrying out of the service (traffic) activity in order to support the main economic (tourist) or sport – recreational or some other activity.

Evaluation of existent situation as for comparable countries

One of the first researches was to prepare the guidelines for the regulation of the cableway system under the new conditions. Therefore it has been ordered by the Ministry of Transport and Communications and the Ministry of Science and Technology in 1999 at the University of Maribor to make a research in »Development of the cableway traffic system in the Republic of Slovenia«. This research showed the following:

· Slovenian cableway infrastructure is well maintained, therefore there weren't any bigger accidents or unusual incidents on the cableway devices over the last 50 years,

· Slovenian sport- and tourist resorts carry with available cableway infrastructure on average to 30% more passengers than relevant Austrian resorts. The picture below shows the under - equipment of the Slovenian sport-and tourist resorts in respect of cableway infrastructure.
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· Slovenian sport - and tourist resorts are in comparison to Austrian resorts extremely under - equipped in regard to tourist infrastructure.
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· In Slovenia we have natural capabilities and possibilities for development of this activity that could be the basis for development of other activities in this area

· Local communities and system managers made good developing plans and projects; in areas, in which they are, they could very quickly achieve planned effects

· The conditions under which we build our cableway infrastructure are much worse than the conditions of other comparable branches in our surroundings.

3.0 Mountain tourism and cableway 

In Slovenia there are three rather equally developed fields of tourist offers: sea, health resorts and mountains that give Slovenia its very attractive position on the international tourist market. Mountain tourism comprehends 24% of all tourist night quarters and occupies over 40% of the surface in Slovenia. Slovenian government established on 25th July 2002 has a strategy for development of Slovenian tourism in 2002-2006 in which great meaning was given to the development of mountain tourism. The development wills paramount focus on tourist region of the Julian Alps and rounded tourist region Pohorje with Maribor. 

The Alps – the Julian Alps are recognised as international tourist destination with programmes for all seasons. Mountain peaks and tarns, clean rivers, healthy climate and programmes for relaxation, recreation, fun and better health had already in the past had a great influence on tourist development of Kranjska gora, Bohinj, Bovec and Bled. In estimations of developing potential commercial tourist capacities in the region of the Julian Alps could be increased from actual 16.500 to 30.000 – 35.000 tourist beds – especially in hotels. At the same time winter sport ski devices and programmes, programmes for healthy living and wellness, congress capacities, golf, mountaineer programmes and other would develop. Bled should have the leading role in the future development of the Alps and will develop as a topmost tourist centre with recognisable trademark.

The region of Pohorje with Maribor is also one of the richest tourist potentials in Slovenia. Mutual connecting of tourist offered, development of winter sport programmes and programmes for healthy living that are possible because of the green hill Pohorje and spas on the edge of tourist region as well as the city of Maribor enables growth of commercial tourist capacities from actual 6.000 to 13. – 15.000 tourist beds – especially in hotels. In this way mountain tourism in Slovenia would rich good 40% of all tourist capacities in Slovenia, with good frequency in all seasons such as similar share regarding tourist visit.

Optimistic announcements about the development for mountain tourist regions and centres in Slovenia are based on growing demands of programmes for healthy living and wellness, associating and discovering of the nature. All these is offered by Slovenian mountain tourist centres on the edge of Triglav national park in the Alps and centres on the edge of the planned country park Pohorje with programmes for recreation and sport, wellness, society life, business meetings, good food, vintage wines, natural juice and drinking water… Great opportunity for development of mountain tourism in Slovenia also seems to be an easy access to our mountain tourism centres by highways, planes or trains. One of the terms for success on the market is topmost quality of tourist services; it is necessary not only to invest in the capacities but also into skilled workers in tourism.

As for developing plans it is clear that in the future development of Slovenia - especially after entering the European Union – tourism will play an important role. Changes in the economy of Slovenia that affected industry at most, opening on west markets and adaptation of legislation and standards to the standards of the EU emphasized the competitive preferences of Slovenia. Based on the evaluations, that are supported by approximate calculations of satellite calculations methodology in tourism, tourism in Slovenia represents about 9,1% of the whole production and 5,3% of additional value.

Based on the same methodology the multiplication of tourist consumption in Slovenia is 1,79 and it is one of the highest in comparison to other economic fields. Because of positive multiplication effects of tourism that are especially stimulative for the sale of agriculture and food products in tourism, for trade development and development of other activities, for regional development and employment, rounded mountain tourist regions in the Alps and on Pohorje will become a special place in regional and national development of Slovenia.

4.0 Sustainable development of mountain tourism

Tourism in Slovenia is a very important economic activity that still has immense developing potentials. Therefore it is reasonable to plan and to build such tourist infrastructure in right proportion between protection of the nature and achievement of all other effects. Constant development in Slovenia was the main theme of many researches and workshops that interpreted this special issue from different perspectives. Some significant statements of these meetings were:

· In Slovenia we have realistic chances for natural and constant development of mountain tourism. So it is possible to develop cableway infrastructure with ski trails; this could also affect the development of other activities, but under consideration of environmental and ecological demands as well as region characteristics.

· In mountain regions is cableway transport ecologically the most acceptable way of transport, because it doesn't require much space, ecologically, it has the least effect on environment and external costs of transport are the lowest. At the same time cableways assure the access in difficult winter weather conditions.

· Cableway devices enable development of economic and other activities in the low country, where the conditions for building of tourist and other centres are the most advantageous and influences on the environment the least. The development of cableway systems also enables the development of summer and winter tourism even in the areas that are demographically threatened and don't have other developing abilities or the abilities are limited.

· All the people that are interested, together with local communities with their developing programmes and ecologists should participate in preparing and carrying out the projects. When deciding about projects it is necessary to consider economic viewpoints as well as demographical, social, ecological and other point of views. This is the only possible way to assure constant development of the region.

· Professional, ecological, and forestry guidelines must support extension of ski trails. In this case it is necessary to distinguish between overgrowing of existing and former agricultural areas and new interventions into serried forest regions. When planning new ski trails it is optimal required to include these regions and it is a rule that new planned interventions include these regions.

· Cableway infrastructure is a good base for achieving those goals of economic, social, employment and other policy that could create better living conditions in mountain regions and preserve demographic image in Slovenia.

5.0 Organization of cableway traffic system department in Slovenia

On the initiative of Slovenian cableway operators Association the Ministry of Transport and Communications established in the year 1998 on the model of other Alpine countries and states in the EU cableway traffic system department. Its task was to organise the cableway systematically. Momentary legal regulation is evident from the graph below.
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Momentary state of relevant legislation in the Republic of Slovenia

In Slovenian legal order Cableway and chair lift security Law (Official gazette of the Socialist Republic of Slovenia Nr. 17/81 and 8/91) includes the legislation that defines the security of public transport on cableway devices and orders the basic principles of building, working, maintaining and inspecting of cableway devices. In greater detail this department is organized with Regulations of cableways and chair lifts (Official gazette of the Republic of Slovenia Nr. 7/84, 14/84, 16/87 and Official gazette of the Republic of Slovenia Nr. 7/97) that precisely defines this specific department and also includes normatives and standards of the specific cableway device and some other regulations and decrees.

In compliance with valid legislation in the Republic of Slovenia the Ministry of Environment and his administrative offices are dealing with the building of cableway devices. The Ministry of Environment manages building procedures of cableways and his administrative offices the building procedures of chair lifts.

Traffic inspectorate of the Republic of Slovenia, the competent agency of the Ministry for Transport and Communications, is competent for inspection of working and maintaining of cableway devices in compliance with the same law. The Ministry for Transport and Communications is competent for drawing up of working licences.

In completed previous researches it was established that the current Cableway and chair lift security Law with administrative acts is one of the severest laws in Europe. The most interesting details are:

· This law doesn't deal with all known and worldwide accepted technical solutions for cableway devices (for building of funicular railway in Ljubljana a special decree of the Minister was needed),

· Cableway device operator is the only accountable for all occurrences and states during running of cableway,

· Inspection of cableway device has to be made:

· For reversible aerial ropeways and gondola lifts every 2000 working hours, not later than two years after last inspection;

· For chair lifts every 1200 working hours, not later than 2 years after last inspection,

· For ski tows every 2470 working hours, not later than 5 years after last inspection and,

· For ski tows with low rope mechanically driven with over 4 kW working power only when built.

As far as we add to the abovementioned facts the experiences connected with lastingness of existing procedures under the building Law and the area organising Law and other unfinished) business concerning economy (tourism) the need for new legislation is more than grounded.

Current activities with reference to harmonization

Harmonization of the existing Slovenian legislation concerning cableway and ski trails security with the relevant directive of the council of Europe 2000/9/EC is one of the basic and most important aims of the instant activities of the Department Cableway, agency for the railways, The Ministry for Transport and Communications of the Republic of Slovenia. In Spring 2002 the research was ordered, which aim is to make a proposition of a new cableway and chair lift security Law with all administrative acts, adjusted to the mentioned directive.

Activities connected with acceptation of CEN Standards are running parallel with the activities of the Ministry and other authorised researcher of Slovenian standardization Institute. The most important subjects that work in the administrative technical cableway department agreed on using standard propositions or prestandards of European norms until the complete SIST CEN system is established and as far as those standards aren't in contradiction with valid and existing Slovenian legislation.

6.0 Conclusion

Mountain tourist resorts and local communities made great developing plans for cableway, because they are aware that without proper infrastructure it isn't possible to accelerate the development of their environment, especially in mountain regions. Developing projects could be realised much faster if our legislation for drawing up of building deed was more flexible or similar to legislation of our neighbours` countries. Chances for financing projects are worse than in other Alpine countries. In spite of all that more infrastructure projects were successfully finished in 1998 and 2001 when there were more investments in tourist infrastructure (Cerkno – 4 and 6 chair lift; Krvavec new gondola lift; Rogla – 4 chair lift; Kanin – reconstruction of gondola lift; Pohorje – 2 chair lift, Kranjska gora – 4 chair lift; Vogel – reconstruction of reversible aerial ropeway).

Tourism is the most important economic activity and has in Slovenia still great developing potentials. Therefore it is reasonable to plan and to build such tourist infrastructure in right proportion between the ecology and achievement of all other effects.
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