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BOOK N. 9bis
Children less than 1.25 m high and chairlifts

Considering the repeatedly arising interpretation and comprehension difficulties with the wording of O.I.T.A.F. Recommendations for Transport Conditions, O.I.T.A.F. Book 9, clause 9 –Chairlifts – last paragraph, relating to chairlift transportation of children, O.I.T.A.F. felt the problem of transportation of children ought to be examined at greater depth and greater detail. This is why O.I.T.A.F. had decided to set up a joint working group composed of members of O.I.T.A.F. study committee 4 and O.I.T.A.F. study committee 6. Having discussed the problems the joint working group have produced the following recommendations which have been approved by the O.I.T.A.F. Management Committee at their meeting held on September 18, 2006.

These recommendations are intended as a complement of the wording of O.I.T.A.F. Recommendations for Ropeway Transport Conditions, clause 9 –Chairlifts.

§ 9

To complete the preceding general rules, we now list the specific rules for given types of ropeways, such as :

Rack Railways and bi-cable ropeways :
-
Doors must be opened and closed only by service staff. Passengers must never attempt to do this.

-
No smoking in the cabins.

Ski-lifts :
-
Passengers must only take their seats when service staff are present.


Persons needing help to get on or off must request this explicitly from the station manager.

-
The closing device must be opened and closed in compliance with the respective signals, respecting the requirements of the other occupants of the vehicle.

-
During the journey passengers must not jump off the vehicle, rock the vehicle, hoist themselves up or smoke.

-
Passengers wearing skis must keep them parallel in the direction in which the vehicle is running and with the points raised. They must rest them on the footrest if one is provided.

-
Children shorter than 1,25 m must always be accompanied by someone who can give the children the necessary help. Special rules must be laid down for groups of children. 

O.I.T.A.F.  Recommendation

Transportation of Children less than 1.25 m HIGH with chairlifts

Preamble

An increasing number of chairlifts are being built and put into service in order to meet customers’ demands. The advantages brought about are improved comfort, environment friendliness and improved safety (no crossings of ski runs with ski tows)
Yet transportation of children less than 1,25 m in height requires special precautions to be taken. The specific measures to be taken are the subject of this recommendation.

In the following text children less than 1, 25 m in height are referred to with the general term “children”.
Persons concerned


Children

1. Transportation of children should be only permitted if they are accompanied by a responsible person or attendant seating next to the child without any empty space between them.

2. No more than two children should ever be permitted to sit one next to the other.

Each child counts as a taller child or grown up person. Yet a single small child may be seated on the knees of the responsible person provided it is possible to close the safety bar correctly and without any difficulty. In such a case the responsible person shall not be permitted to accompany other children as well.

Responsible persons

Persons responsible for the children are the children’s parents or other persons to whom supervision of the children has been entrusted (friends, instructor, …).

 It is the  responsible person’s responsibility to assess the children’s capacity to take the chairlift, organise themselves accordingly, acquaint children with the rules governing the use of chairlifts and their correct behaviour when taking, travelling, disembarking or in the case of a stoppage during the trip. 
Group leaders responsible for an organized group of children are expected to organize the group’s transport by assigning to each child the chair and seat the child ought take in a way which is perfectly compliant with the operator’s layout of the chairlift, to check, sufficiently in time before embarking, whether all persons who have been asked to accompany children, accept to do so. In the following text they are referred to with the general term “Attendant”.

Attendants

When choosing an attendant or more than one attendant due attention shall be given to their capability to help children with whom they will be travelling, in particular help them to lift or close the safety bar. Hence no child should ever be entrusted the task of an attendant. (Attendants: see national regulations)

Operatives
Boarding attendants: they are expected to be particularly vigilant when a child or several children board the chairlift.
They are expected to

· Verify chair after chair the correct array of children and accompanying persons
· Verify the correct behaviour of children and accompanying persons when boarding a chair till the time the safety bar has been closed 

· Assist children who ask to be assisted or need to be assisted

· Stop the chairlift if a passengers is in difficulty

They are expected to assist disembarking children who ask to be assisted or need to be assisted.

Operators are advised to specify these recommendations in their operating instructions.


Rules governing the use of chairlifts
It is the responsible persons’ duty to explain the following rules to children for whom they are responsible :

· The requirement to observe strictly instructions and indications and relative pictographs on the notice board which is usually put up in the valley station of the chairlift
· The instruction to pull hands out of the sling of the ski stick and keep both ski sticks in one hand when boarding a chair
· The instruction to seat themselves on the seat as far back a they possibly can
· The instruction to pay attention to and be mindful of the safety bar when it is being lowered and closed by the responsible person or the attendant
· The instruction to remain seated quietly during the trip, avoid getting chairs to sway, turning the head and body back, take care to avoid sliding down from the seat 
· The interdiction to hold objects in hands extended outside the chair or to throw objects out of the chair

· The instruction to keep skis parallel one to another and to the direction of travel, tips upside and resting on the foot rest, if any. 
· Recall that surfers are recommended to keep one foot pulled out of the shoe of the surf

· The instruction that in no circumstance children are permitted to jump down from their seat

· The advise to avoid getting restless if the chairlift stops and to wait for the instructions of the operative
· The instruction to check  before disembarking that no object is caught in the chair

· The instruction to keep the safety bar closed until the chair reaches the panel “Open the safety bar”. Having passed this point to take skis off the foot rest and pay attention to  and be mindful of the safety bar while it is opened.

· The instruction to get up and let oneself glide down from the seat when skis have come to rest on the arrival platform.

· The instruction to remain seated and wait for the instructions of the operative if children have failed to disembark

Layout recommendations

Boarding area

· Operators are expected to put up panels recalling and exemplifying the rules governing the access of children, i.e. rules 1 and 2 specified above.
· Operators are expected to provide a clear tangible mark of the height limit that may be easily identified by passengers and operatives.
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